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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (AS) - Science
Scientific enquiry – ideas and evidence in science
· Students with ASC do not ask “how” and “why” questions spontaneously.

· Prompt questions, giving examples, “what would happen if….?”

Address describing and communicating ideas to the listener or reader
· Work 1:1 to elicit descriptions and ideas, aid recording initially with an adult and then a peer.

Address responding to other’s ideas
· Establish rules in pair work or small group work for listening to others and reflecting their ideas back.

· Use closed questions or put questions in a written form with 2 or 3 choices.

· Use student’s name to keep them focused.

Irritation may be expressed in practical tasks
· Recognise the source, allow time and help with practical organisation of equipment.

· Give a visual procedure diagram.

· Present one small task at a time to accomplish successfully and reward.

Using equipment

· Allow time for practice until well rehearsed.

· Ensure rules for use are understood.

Presenting information

· Probably good with diagrams, graphs, tables and charts but help will be needed to link symbolic representation and the concept it is representing.

· Diagrams must be presented during the experiment and not after.

Investigative skills

· When producing graphs, diagrams etc. use of a WP or worksheets would be useful.
· Use concrete models, diagrams and visual cues.
· To support hypothesising use links to previous knowledge and give restricted multiple choices initially.
· To encourage relating ideas from one concept to another, explain processes and make comparisons by example first.
· To support critical evaluation use a routine of 3 standard questions at each major stage of the experiment.
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Group work

· Ensure student is in a “safe” group and introduce this slowly (circle of friends who are supportive and sympathetic). Students with ASC often prefer to work alone, when working with others they miss social cues, over react and can appear rude.

· Give specific jobs and roles within the group.

· Allow opportunities for partner work, turn taking.

· Allow opportunities for individual work.

Literal use of language

· Do not assume that the topic is obvious. Verbal explanation and visual examples will be necessary.

· Develop ways of rewarding good social skills.

· It will help to have a vocabulary list associate with their science lessons.
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