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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC) - Religious Education
Possible strengths
Good memory for facts, interests in rules, structures and laws, logical, loyal, express opinions, responds well to structure, good concentration when interested and attention to detail.
Possible difficulties
Decision making, problem solving, organisation, social understanding beyond factual knowledge, difficulty realising what is relevant, understanding and accepting other’s opinions, conflict resolution, topics outside experience, abstract concepts, recognising difference between fact and opinion, analysing, empathy, knowing what and how much to include in oral and written presentations, participation in discussion, generalising, working in a group and applying social skills in addition to learning the curriculum.

Strategies
· Spirituality, start with real experiences of the student and build on these using group settings.

· Positive feedback and encouragement can develop self esteem and sense of value.

· Do specific work on emotion in individual and group settings to encourage empathy.

· Use role play and comic strips to demonstrate consequences of actions.

· Present information in a factual and visual manner, introduce in a way which is relevant to the student.

· Provide materials and the language needed before introducing a new topic.

· Use small groups rather than the whole class discussion.
· Use visuals, visits, speakers, TV, video etc. to help explain abstract concepts.

· Try to link personal interests to the curriculum.

· Try to prepare beforehand for debates, providing a clear framework of expectation.

· Present differences in religions in a factual way.

· Prepare for visits to religious places carefully, provide photos, detailed instruction of plans, maps etc. as new places may create anxiety.

· Be specific about learning outcome and objective of the session.
· Focus on key points, underlining/highlighting for emphasis.

· Use clear handouts/ scaffolds/frameworks to support and develop understanding.

· Use as many visuals a possible to support lesson delivery.

· Introduce activities to strengthen listening and turn taking.

· Acknowledge the student’s coping strategies and try to identify any anxiety or stress.
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