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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC)
Modern Foreign Languages
Many students with ASC find the mechanical learning of a language relatively easy. They may quickly assimilate the sounds and grammatical rules and learn new vocabulary more rapidly than many of their peers. 
However:
· Conversation with peers, role play and shared games could cause great anxiety. It may be easier to begin these with an adult using visual clues to cue the response.

· Role play may not be familiar in formal class lessons, therefore support and explanations will be needed as to what is expected.

· ASC students may not like to be singled out by being asked a question, it may help to write the question down and place it on their desk as an “early warning”, allowing them time to process and prepare their answer.

Students with ASC often have difficulty with listening skills. They are not able to select what is relevant to listen and will try to listen to and process every word therefore becoming more and more frustrated.

· Taped recordings often move too fast and have an unfamiliar tone, use a written script alongside or provide pictures.

· Making conversation will be difficult. Teach set conversational routines that may be practised with an adult or supportive peer. It is unlikely that they will be able to adapt this to other situations but may be able to learn a simple phrase such as they don’t know how to respond.
· Word or sentence cards would aid recall and act as prompts.

· They may have fine motor difficulties therefore handwriting may be slow and untidy, a WP may help.

It may be useful to establish a pen pal who speaks the target language and has shared interests.

Understanding and use of language will be very literal and rules will be applied rigidly. Be aware of ambiguity, explain all meanings explicitly.

Foreign trips may be useful to provide a context for learning; these will require a lot of preparation!
· What will happen, how they will travel, what happens each day? Show photographs and be aware of and follow eating and sleeping routines.

It will be almost impossible for ASC students to understand the perspectives and possible different viewpoints of people from other cultures.
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