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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC) - Maths
Using and applying number and algebra

· Students with ASC will find difficulty in making mathematical comparison spontaneously, understanding hypothetical situations and in problem solving. Students will understand and respond better if teaching is firmly based on practical activities that make sense to them.

· Students will require a firm framework, limiting if possible the range of potential answers.

· Prompt potential students to identify the relevant parts of the task upon which to focus.

· Ensure that mathematical vocabulary is specifically explained to the student
· Practical examples may be needed to make sense to the student.

Numbers and the number system

· The use of decimals will need careful explanation as they may find it hard to understand that by moving a number’s position it has a different value.
· Understanding and generalising facts from one concept to another cannot be taken for granted.

· Access to regular practical applications of particular concepts may be useful.

· ASC students are likely to deal well with the facts but not the underlying processes.

· Because a number is already symbolic, ASC students will find it difficult to understand that another symbol can stand for a number.
Space, shape and measure

· Learning this will need to have some functional purpose.

· Use of computer programs may be useful to assist and demonstrate that 2D shapes can represent 3D e.g. draw a cube. ASC students may require lots of visual cues to assist this.

Handling Data

· Students with ASC may find it difficult to organise their work and select appropriate equipment. It may help to have a checklist for equipment and a worksheet to structure the work.

· It may help to limit the choices available. Do not expect them to generalise skills learnt for another task as they will find this difficult.

· Although an ASC student may be able to calculate an amount on paper, they may find it difficult to recognise amounts of money when they are displayed in different ways, e.g. is £1.42 the same as £1 and 42p.
· Students may struggle to understand the point of estimating.
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