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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC) - History
Chronological Understanding
Facts can be an area where a child with ASC can excel. However there is rarely an ability to evaluate this information or provide an explanation for a series of events. An ASC student will need to be provided with information they can put together in a meaningful way.

· Where possible it is better to provide visual material and evidence giving a clear image rather than an abstract concept to recall.

· Remember that although reading skills are usually better than oral, the meaning of words may not be fully understood or the students may focus on specific words and not grasp the overall meaning.

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past
Students may have a good memory for personal events in context, however, their general world knowledge or memories of facts in context can be limited. They may be able to remember a list of dates but not the story. They may understand what a word means but not as the speaker or writer intended.

· Check your own language for ambiguity and be aware or areas which may lead to misinterpretation.

· Don’t be led by the student’s verbal skill which may be superficial.

Historic interpretation
· ASC students may have difficulty distinguishing facts from fiction. Looking at history in the local area or a student’s experience may be more meaningful to them.

· ASC students have difficulties in understanding how others think and feel; therefore it is difficult to look at history through different perspectives. Use role play with the whole class to demonstrate these where possible.
· Help a student distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information by getting them to focus on the most important info e.g. Provide a list of key words.
· A visual timeline may help to assist the concept of timing events.

Time must be given to allow for the reflective process.

Organisation and communication
· Providing a checklist of all the information they need, can help.

· Providing and outline showing the particular steps needed in the task, with an indication of timing of each step, can help.

· Presentation is often difficult, provide a structured worksheet to structure presentation or show an example.
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