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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC)
Design and Technology
· Students with ASC may be able to follow plans, diagrams, methods and recipes but will need support in order to be able to follow them through to a conclusion. They are unlikely to be spontaneously creative. 
· Need detailed and structured questions in order to complete any ‘problem solving’ exercise.
· Students with ASC may have difficulty incorporating others ideas into their thinking, this needs to be explained.
· Students with ASC will need help to learn that tools can be used for more than one thing and may struggle to organise themselves. They need to understand what they are doing before they can plan its implementation.
· Written checklists and visual instructions (written or pictorial) can offer concrete support.
· Better to provide a limited choice of tools to choose from.
· Students with ASC find listening to long explanations difficult; where possible provide diagrams, lists of instructions and lists of equipment.
· They are easily distracted and cannot ignore. Tools available on the bench while the teacher is talking may provide a great temptation!
· Be aware of sensory difficulties such as noise, touch and spatial awareness.
· Establish rules. A child with ASC may have been given the rule to never go near a cooker or touch tools as a child. This needs to be explained as a home rule not a school rule. Write this down, use social stories and comic strips (ask us, we can do this!).
· ASC students are unlikely to be able to hypothesise or predict, therefore need a lot of guidelines to complete a task.
· Will need support working independently, more support if part of a group.
· Some students with ASC do not like investigation because of its open ended nature and their dislike of being wrong but they will follow specific guidelines when they are aware of what is likely to happen.
· It will probably be necessary to link activities with the students own experiences, to assist their understanding in the relevance of the task and motivate their participation. 
· Be very specific about safety rules, the inability to predict the consequences of their actions on themselves or others may lead to difficulties.
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