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Strategies for students with Autism/Asperger’s (ASC)
Art & Design

· If a student with ASC already works well in one medium it may be difficult for them to change. If possible allow them to continue to work in their favoured medium but ask them to try the new one when finished. Forcing the issue may result in extreme stress for the student, causing challenging behaviour.

· They may prefer to work alone ASC working in groups often causes problems.

· If group work is necessary ensure they have a buddy or adult. It may also help to give each group member a role so they know what is expected.

· Be aware of sensory issues, some students may not be able to stand the smell or texture of a new medium and it may need to be introduced slowly or an alternative found.

· The help of a buddy can be crucial in ensuring they have the correct equipment.

· Be aware that a student with ASC will find it difficult to use one tool for different purposes. (E.g. a rolling pin is for pastry not clay!)

· Visual cues and written checklists can aid memory. Photographs of tools may be necessary.

· The student may not see the “whole” picture, focusing on details. They may need support from an adult or buddy.

· ASC students find evaluation of work difficult ASC they often lack empathy. Use visual cues to Assist understanding of emotions, use simple clear unambiguous language and let them work with a sympathetic friend.
· They will find it difficult to revisit a piece of work ASC they will believe it is finished – unpick and back track on a finished piece of work. Prior to commencement of a topic, schedule each session with what they will be doing.

· For the use of 2 and 3 dimensional media to have meaning it will need to have some functional purpose.

· Making choices is difficult, it may help to provide 2 or 3 options rather than unlimited choice.
· Ensure they know the rules surrounding the piece of equipment, demonstrate how to use it.

· Make sure instructions are comprehensive; do not assume students with ASC know the obvious, they may not!
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